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As part of this year’'s parent education effort heetr&/ TPP, Ms. Smith presented.@arning
Stylesseminar on Monday, November 17th at 7pm.

Learning is reflected in the way we respond toiremmental, so-
cial, emotional and physical stimuli, to understaieav information.
“In order to work effectively Learning style is defined as the way that inforais processed. It fo-
with your child it is importantcuses on strengths, not weaknesses. There ishitoorigirong learning
to understand your own style. Most children show a preference for onéheffollowing basic
learning style.” learning styles: visual, auditory, kinesthetic/ npamative. It is not un-
common to combine the primary and secondary legrsiiyles.

Parents also show a preference for one of theseihg styles. It
is not unusual for parents to prefer a differeylesof learning than their child. In order to wakec-
tively with your child it is important to understyour own learning style.

Knowing your child's preferred learning style dalp you interest a child in new material.
With this information you can also learn which stybur child needs to strengthen because of the
way most information is presented in school. Ortlyp8rcent of students learn best auditorily, bat th
vast majority of instructional delivery in schoslauditory.

You may have found that you use different learratydes in different situations. Your child
does the same. If your child is having difficultygchool you might want to explore the way that in-
formation is being presented in school and appré@elsubject with your child at home using a dif-
ferent learning. It may also be advisable to dis¢hs with his/her teacher. Knowing your child’'s
learning style may also help you to understand ydw child does better with one teacher than an-
other.

Another consideration is the environment in wipelople learn best. Some
children learn best in a traditionally quiet roonell lit with a straight back chair.
While, other children learn best in a more chaetigironment. Loud music, laying
on the bed, and a dimly lit environment may belibst study situation for others.
Trying different methods of learning may preverd dhildren from feeling frus-
trated and inadequate when they are not able tk wwto their potential. Experi-
menting with different learning styles and envir@mnts may improve the child's
accomplishments and feelings of achievement.




Learning Styles

G

Do you try to see the word?

%

Do you sound out the word or use a
phonetic approach?

Do you write the word down to
find if it feels right?

Do you sparingly but dislike
listening for too long? Do you
favor words such as see, pic-
ture, and imagine?

Do you enjoy listening but are impa-
tient to talk? Do you use words such
as hear, tune, and think?

Do you gesture and use ex-
pressive movements? Do you
use words such as feel, touch,
and hold?

Do you become distracted by
untidiness or movement?

Do you become distracted by sounds
or noises?

Do you become distracted by
activity around you?

Do you forget names but re-
member faces or remember
where you met?

Do you forget faces but remember
names or remember what you talked
about?

Do you remember best what
you did together?

Do you prefer direct, face-to-
face, personal meetings?

Do you prefer the telephone?

Do you talk with them while
walking or participating in an
activity?

Do you like descriptive scenes
or pause to imagine the ac-
tions?

Do you enjoy dialog and conversation
or hear the characters talk?

Do you prefer action stories or
are not a keen reader?

Do you like to see demonstra-
tions, diagrams, slides, or
posters?

Do you prefer verbal instructions or
talking about it with someone else?

Do you prefer to jump right in
and try it?

Do you look at the directions
and the picture?

Do you ignore the directions
and figure it out as you go
along?

Do you seek out pictures or
diagrams?

Do you call the help desk, ask a

neighbor, or growl at the computer?

Do you keep trying to do it or

try it on another computer?
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This month we are spotlighting Caroline Smith. Caroline has been teach-
ing at Winnie-the-Pooh Preschool for four years. She teaches both jun-
lors and seniors. She is especially popular amongst her students for her
extensive knowledge of all things superhero and perhaps best known
amongst their parents for her ability to create order and structure in the
midst of chaos.

Caroline Smith has been a resident of Ashburn for the last fourteen years. Prior to teaching
here at our school, she owned and operated a home childcare/after school program for four-
teen years. She also worked as a residence camp assistant director, a educational resource
consultant for gifted students, and most recently as a substitute for Loudoun County
Schools. Ms. Smith says she loves children of all ages and she has three boys of her own:
two attend Belmont Ridge Middle School, and the other attends Stone Bridge High School.
Ms. Smith has a deep appreciation of the benefits of cooperative preschool. All of her chil-
dren attended cooperative preschools; her two youngest attended -Winnie the Pooh!

Ms. Smith has a degree in Political Sci-
ence from Catholic University of America
and had the privilege of working for Sena-

tor Bill Bradley on Capitol Hill. She has .% Snow Ice Cream ReC|pe
continued to take courses at Northern Vir- °

ginia Community College in child devel- *3%* 1 c. Half & Half

opment, psychology, and a variety of Lo l2c sugar
other courses %o 1 tsp vanilla extract
' 7 dash of salt

swe 5 c. of fresh, clean snow
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Ms. Smith has an uncanny understanding ‘;3;{“ Combine all ingredients and enjoy!! ‘;3;{“
of how to relate to active boys (and all 5 Place first 4 ingredients in a large bowl. 5

ch!ldren), maintain order, and educate our .;3;{“ Mix with an electric mixer. Add fresh ‘;3%‘
children. We are proud to have Ms. &% snow.. &

Smith at our school! b L
200 Makes approx 5 - 6 cups and mix in to

B ates soproxs- s &

blended mixture.
»3%.. Serve immediately.
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Tuesday/Jan. 13

TEA PARTY. 9-9:30 a.m., Douglass Community
Center, 405 E. Market St., Leesburg. Wear your favorite
princess outfit and enjoy tea and a craft. Cost: $10. Call
703-771-5913 or e-mail jaime.cox@loudoun.gov.

Monday/Jan. 19

BIRD FEEDERS 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Doug-
lass Community Center, 405 E. Market St., Leesburg.
Create feeders for birds that are not flying south for the
winter. Ages 3-4. Cost: $4. Call 703-771-5913 or e-mail
jaime.cox@loudoun.gov.

Friday/Jan. 23

BOOK SALE. 10am.-9 p.m., Ashburn Library,
43316 Hay Road, Ashburn. Purchase used books, soft-
ware, video and music. Prices range from $.50-$2.00.
Donate used items between Saturday, Jan. 10-
Wednesday, Jan. 21 during normal library hours. To vol-
unteer during the sorting period or sale, contact Douglas
Nelms at alab_volunteer@yahoo.com.

Sugar Cube Igloo and Marshmallow
Snowman.
Here is a link for a how to video for this fun win-

ter craft. http://video.about.com/familycrafts/
Winter-Sweet-lgloo.htm

GAMES TO PLAY WITH KIDS

When the kids are tired of their toys, and bored, try play-
ing a few of these games with them.

Hide and Seek

I’'m Thinking of an Animal - One person thinks of an
animal and gives clues as to what it is while others take
turns guessing. First to guess gets to be it next.

Telephone — Sitin a circle with 4 or more players.
One person whispers a sentence in their neighbor’s ear.
Continue to whisper the sentence around the circle until
get to the last person. The last person then says the sen-
tence out loud. Most likely some of the words will have
been “heard” wrong and a funny statement will have been
made.

MADD Loudoun announces the new MADD Lou-
doun Victim Support Groups for families/significant others
who have been impacted by a drunk-driving crash. The
group is for families, significant others who lost a loved
one, for injured survivors and their families. The MADD
Loudoun Victim Support Group will meet on the third
Wednesday of each month, 7:30 p.m., at 210 Wirt St.,
Leesburg.

Moms Club of Ashburn Village ,and sur-
rounding area, an organization offering fun and support to
mothers and children holds meetings on the third Tues-
day of each month, which are open to prospective mem-
bers. The club offers playgroups, field trips, Moms' Night
Out and more. E-mail ashburnmomsclub@yahoo.com or
visit http://www.geocities.com/ashburnmomsclub.
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